
Theatre and Speech Education Learning Outcomes 

Assessment Plan 
The BYUI Department of Theatre and Dance, BYUI Department of Education, 
and the State Board collaborate to establish the means of assessment for 
students in the Theatre and Speech Education program. As required by the 
State Board, “The evidence” of learning is to be collected from a “variety of 
settings including, but not limited to, courses, practicum, and field experiences.” 
Additionally, standardized exams (PRAXIS, e.g.) provide critical and acceptable 
information regarding student achievement. Accordingly, the Department of 
Theatre and Dance employs techniques of curriculum mapping of the state 
standards, collection of work samples, and field visits and reviews as regular 
activities for assessment. 
 
All teacher candidates are expected to meet the Idaho Core Teacher Standards 
and all the discipline specific standards at or above the “acceptable” level. 
Additionally, all teacher candidates are expected to meet the requirements 
defined in State Board Rule (08.02.02: Rules Governing Uniformity).  
 
The following knowledge and performance statements for the Drama Teacher 
Standards are widely recognized, but not all-encompassing or absolute, 
indicators that teacher candidates have met the standards. The evidence 
validating candidates' ability to demonstrate these standards shall be collected 
from a variety of settings including, but not limited to, courses, practicum, and 
field experiences. It is the responsibility of a teacher preparation program to use 
indicators in a manner that is consistent with its conceptual framework and that 
assures attainment of the standards.  
 
An important component of the teaching profession is a candidate's disposition. 
Professional dispositions are how candidates view the teaching profession, their 
content area, and/or students and their learning. Every teacher preparation 
program at each institution is responsible for establishing and promoting a 
comprehensive set of guidelines for candidate dispositions.  
 
*This language was written by a committee of content experts and has been 
adopted verbatim.  
 
Standard 1: Knowledge of Subject Matter - The teacher understands the 
central concepts, tools of inquiry, and structures of the discipline taught and 



creates learning experiences that make these aspects of subject matter 
meaningful for students.  
 
Knowledge  

1. The teacher knows the history of theater as a form of entertainment and 
as a societal influence.  

2. The teacher knows the basic theories and processes of play writing.  
3. The teacher understands the history and process of acting and its various 

styles.  
4. The teacher understands the elements and purpose of design and 

technologies specific to the art of theater (e.g., set, make-up, costume, 
lighting, and sound).  

5. The teacher understands the theory and process of directing theater.  
 
Performance  

1. The teacher incorporates various styles of acting techniques to 
communicate character and to honor the playwright's intent.  

2. The teacher supports individual interpretation of character, design, and 
other elements inherent to theater.  

3. The teacher demonstrates proficiency in all aspects of technical theatre.  
4. The teacher is able to direct shows for public performance.  

 
Standard 2: Knowledge of Human Development and Learning - The 
teacher understands how students learn and develop, and provides 
opportunities that support their intellectual, social, and personal development.  

Standard 3: Modifying Instruction for Individual Needs - The teacher 
understands how students differ in their approaches to learning and creates 
instructional opportunities to meet students' diverse needs and experiences.  

Standard 4: Multiple Instructional Strategies - The teacher understands 
and uses a variety of instructional strategies to develop student learning.  

Standard 5: Classroom Motivation and Management Skil ls - The 
teacher understands individual and group motivation and behavior and creates a 
learning environment that encourages positive social interaction, active 
engagement in learning, and self-motivation.  

Standard 6: Communication Skil ls- The teacher uses a variety of 
communication techniques to foster learning and communication skills in the 
classroom.  



Standard 7: Instructional Planning Skil ls - The teacher plans and 
prepares instruction based on knowledge of subject matter, students, the 
community, curriculum goals, and instructional strategies.  

Standard 8: Assessment of Student Learning - The teacher understands, 
uses, and interprets formal and informal assessment strategies to evaluate and 
advance student performance and to determine teaching effectiveness.  

Standard 9: Professional Commitment and Responsibil ity - The 
teacher is a reflective practitioner who demonstrates a commitment to 
professional standards and is continuously engaged in purposeful mastery of art 
and science of teaching.  

Standard 10: Partnerships - The teacher interacts in a professional, effective 
manner with colleagues, parents, and other members o/the community to 
support students' learning and well-being.  

Standards 11: Learning Environment- The teacher creates and manages a 
safe, productive learning environment.  

Knowledge  
1. The teacher understands how to safely operate and maintain the theatre 

facility.  
2. The teacher understands how to safely operate and maintain technical 

theatre equipment.  
3. The teacher understands OSHA and State Safety standards specific to the 

discipline.  
4. The teacher understands how to safely manage the requirements unique 

to the drama classroom (e.g. stage combat, choreography, blocking, 
rigging, etc.)  

 
Performance  

1. The teacher can safely operate and maintain the theatre facility.  
2. The teacher can safely operate and maintain technical theatre equipment.  
3. The teacher employs OSHA and State Safety standards specific to the 

discipline.  
4. The teacher can safely manage the requirements unique to the drama 

classroom (e.g. stage combat, choreography, blocking, rigging, etc.) 


